


NL: What kind of impact do you hope your fellowship will have?
Maalan: I hope that my research will provide the Singapore Tamil literati with a comprehensive 
picture of past writings and life in Singapore. I shared some of my öndings over four talks (three 
were organised by NLB), which were attended by eminent writers, poets, academics, publishers 
and journalists. Many of them told me that they gained new insights.  

PPersonally, I have been able to enrich myself with örst-hand knowledge of the journey of 
Singapore Tamil writing. As a person interested in diasporic Tamil writing, I have greatly 
beneötted.
 

NL: Would you recommend this fellowship to your peers and why?
MMaalan: Of course, and with great pleasure. Having visited a few libraries in the world, I would, 
without any hesitation, say NLB is a good place for research with its enormous collection and 
supportive staff — the Lee Kong Chian Research Fellowship is a great opportunity.
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