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Tanya Chua is a critically acclaimed Singapore singer-songwriter who emerged on
the singing scene in the late 1990s. Bilingual in English and Mandarin, Chua
gained much critical success mainly in Taiwan for not just her singing, but also for
her songwriting abilities. She is the only Singaporean singer to win the Best Female
Artiste thrice in Taiwan’s Golden Melody Awards.

An accidental musician

Born on 28 January 1975 in Singapore, Tanya Chua started her singing career
performing in cafes and pubs such as the Westin Stamford Café, Dada, Fabrices’, Top
Ten, Off Quay Bar and Europe.! At the time, Chua was still a student at the Singapore
Polytechnic, pursuing a Business Administration diploma.? 3 She was then spotted by
artiste management company, Music and Movement, who signed her on as a singer.*

Chua had not intended to be a professional musician but fell into music by accident.
She started singing when she was asked by one of her friends to replace the female
singer in his band. In an interview, Chua said, “I never thought that I would ever be a
singer neither did | have a ‘wild passion’ for music then, all I knew was that | didn’t
want to be in a desk-bound job”.>

Chua had also not intended to be a songwriter. Her songwriting was sparked by her
frustration at her inability to communicate her ideas through the music she was given.
Being a novice in the industry, Chua felt snubbed by the veterans. “So | went and got
myself a guitar and some chord books and tried to learn a few of them. After some
futile attempts on the guitar, | thought I might as well try to write a song with the very
limited chords that | knew. I didn’t look back since,” said Chua.®

Releasing albums

In 1997, Chua released her first aloum, Bored. The English aloum was well received
and given substantial airplay on local radio. She attracted the attention of PolyGram
Music Taiwan (part of the Universal Music group) and was signed on as a singer.
Chua then released two albums under the label in 1999: an English album, Luck and
her self-titled Mandarin album.’ Tanya topped charts in Taiwan, Hong Kong and
Singapore.®
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Chua entered the Asia Song Festival 1998 with her unpublished composition, Hear
Me, which won in the Unpublished Category in the annual songwriting competition.®
Chua was the first Singaporean to win at this competition.'° Following her win, Chua
flew to Los Angeles, United States, for a 6-month Diploma course in Electric Guitar
at the Los Angeles Musicians’ Institute.!

A rocky road

Chua’s career had a stellar start but the path was far from smooth sailing. Although
her first two English albums received critical success and launched her career in
Taiwan, Chua’s subsequent albums did not do as well. In 2002, she was reportedly
dropped by Universal Music because her albums Remember and | Do Believe did not
meet their sales target in Taiwan.'? Chua has denied talk that lukewarm sales was the
reason for her switching to Warner Music. She said she switched music labels
because her contract with Universal was up and that her management then, Music and
Movement, was looking for a new direction for the singer.*®

Although she was quickly signed with Warner Music, Chua began to lose faith in her
abilities. She was facing pressure from her record company to sing karaoke friendly
tunes.!* “I felt 1 had lost direction in my music,” Chua said. “I wasn’t doing music
that was me. | was singing a lot of love ballads, because that was what sold in the pop
world. And all my hit singles were being written by somebody else.”*®

She also faced many problems during the production of her aloum, Amphibian. She
had broken up with her collaborator and producer, Eric Ng, and there were personnel
changes in the record company. To make matters worse, the company cut back on the
album’s promotional activities as it was not confident of the album.*®

To add to her troubles, between July 2008 and 2009, Chua was involved in a legal
tussle with her management company, Music & Movement, over the rights to her
compositions. Chua had ended her contract with Music & Movement in October
2006, citing difference in vision.!” In July 2008, Chua took Music & Movement to
court in July 2008, seeking to have the rights of the songs she composed while under
Music & Movement’s management reverted to her as a result of a breached clause in
their contract.'® The breach of contract related to the ambiguities in the payment of
royalties of Chua’s songs. Although the High Court had initially rejected her claims,*®
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the Court of Appeal ruled in her favour in 2009.2°

Critical success

Just as Chua was contemplating quitting the music industry, she bagged the Best
Female Artiste award at the Golden Melody Awards,? Taiwan’s equivalent of the
Grammy awards. Chua saw the win as a sign to keep going. Of the win, Chua said, “It
was the universe telling me “Stop there, girl, you’ve got a long way to go. Here’s a
little dessert for you’.”??

In 2006, Chua moved to Taiwan to focus on her music.?® Her move marked the
ascendency of her singing career. In 2008, Chua’s “little dessert” turned into a buffet
when she scooped 21 awards at that year’s Golden Melody Awards. Among them
were Best Mandarin Female Singer and Best Aloum Producer.?*

A graduation and beyond

Tanya’s first ticketed solo concert took place in 2008, eleven years after the release of
her first aloum. Chua described the concert as akin to “a graduation ceremony”.®
Three years later, in 2011, Chua held her first major ticketed concert in Singapore,
Tanya & The Cities Tour.?® At her 2012 Singapore gig, Chua said, “It’s like coming
home to my parents with a report card kind of feeling.”?” While it was welcome,
critics felt that the concert was too mellow and that Chua should have sang more of
her original hits, rather than cover versions. Furthermore, the concert was marred by
technical glitches.?®

In recent years, Chua ventured beyond singing and songwriting into music
production, publishing and management. In 2006, Chua established her own music
production companies, Tian Ya Music Productions (based in Taiwan) and Tangy
Music International (in Singapore).?° Besides singing her own songs, Chua has also
written for other singers, including A Mei, Stefanie Sun and Faye Wong. She also
produced an album for Chinese singer, Na Ying.%° 3

Still a Singaporean

Chua’s composition, Where | Belong, was chosen as the National Day theme song in
2001. Chua was among the songwriters invited to pen songs for National Day.
Professing that she never thought she could write a song for the country, Chua took it
as a challenge. Chua said of the experience, “Coming up with the words was the
tough part, but Singapore is the place where | feel most comfortable in, so it all just
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fell into place.”?

Although Chua is now based in Taiwan, she is still seen as a daughter of Singapore.
Drawing on her popularity overseas, the Singapore Tourism Board selected Chua to
be its ambassador to China for two years in 2008.

Quote

“If I'm popular, ‘Yay’. If I’'m not popular, I'll work harder. If you start thinking along
the way of popularity, it would affect the kind of music you really want to do. It
sidetracks you a lot because you start thinking of what the market wants instead of
what you want. ” 34

Albums®

1997 Bored (English, 1997)
1999 Tanya (Mandarin)

1999 Luck (English)

2000 427 (Mandarin)

2001 1 Do Believe (Mandarin)
2001 ER2Z(Mandarin)

2001 Jupiter (English)

2002 Secret Lavender (English)
2003 PBE4 A (Mandarin)

2005 XX##z0¥) (Mandarin)

2006 T Time (Mandarin)
2007 Goodbye & Hello (Mandarin)
2008 My Space (Mandarin)

2009 E{REEE b (Mandarin)

2011 % E|ZE (Mandarin)
2011 Just so so (English)

Concerts

2008 Goodbye & Hello Live (Hong Kong)
2011 Tanya & The Cities Tour (Singapore)
2012 — Singapore — Just so s0%

Selected Awards®’ 38 39 40
1998 Best Music Composition for Hear Me (Asian Song Festival)

32 This is where I belong. (2001, August 10). Straits Times. Retrieved from Factiva.

33 Quek, T. (2008, September 10). STP picks Tanya to woo 1.2m tourists. Straits Times. Retrieved
from Factiva.

34 Chan, B (2012, July 11). Tanya’s time. Straits Times. Retrieved from Factiva.

% Tanya Chua Facebook profile. Retrieved from https://www.facebook.com/tanyachuaofficial/info
3 Chan, B. (2012, December 10). Just say so-so concert. Straits Times. Retrieved from Factiva.

37 Chan, B. (2012, June 28). Staying true to her voice. Straits Times. Retrieved from Factiva.

3% Chan, B (2012, July 11). Tanya’s time. Straits Times. Retrieved from Factiva.

39 Chang, M. C. (2008, July 7). Double delight. The New Paper. Retrieved from Factiva.

40 Tanya Chua Facebook profile. Retrieved from https://www.facebook.com/tanyachuaofficial/info



1999 Best Local Music Composition for Hao Wu Liao (Singapore Hit Awards)
2001 Top Ten Best Album (Chinese Musician Association, Taiwan)

2001 Top Ten Best Artiste (Chinese Musician Association, Taiwan)

2003 Top Ten Album (Chinese Musician Association, Taiwan)

2004 Best Local Music Composition for Night Blindness (Singapore Hit Awards)
2004 Top Ten Song for Abyss (Singapore Hit Awards)

2005 Best Singer Songwriter (Singapore Hit Awards)

2005 Best Singer Songwriter (Global Chinese Music Chart)

2006 Best Female Vocalist (Golden Melody Awards, Taiwan)

2006 Best Female Singer (Hong Kong)

2006 Top Ten Song for Beautiful Love (Global Chinese Music Chart)

2007 Top Five Female Singer (China)

2008 Best Female Vocalist (Golden Melody Awards, Taiwan)

2008 Best Album Producer for Goodbye & Hello (Golden Melody Awards, Taiwan)
2010 Best Local Music Composition for If you see him (Singapore Hit Awards)
2010 Best Local Artiste (Singapore Hit Awards)

2010 Top Artiste (Singapore Hit Awards)

2012 Artistic Excellence Award at the Composers and Authors Society of
Singapore (Compass)**

2012 Best Female Vocalist (Golden Melody Awards, Taiwan)
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