Annex A: UNESCO Memory of the World Register

The Birth of the Association of
Southeast Asia Nations (ASEAN)
(Archives about the Formation
ASEAN, 1967 - 1976)

Submitters: Ind ia, N

ysia, Singapore and Thailand.

The archives record the establishment of the Association of Southeast
Asia Nations (ASEAN) by its five founding countries: Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand. This collection
includes the 1967 ASEAN Declaration and related records, comprising
16 textual files, one photo, one film, three audio files and 12 oral history
interview recordings. The archives describe ASEAN's foundational
mission to tum neighbours into cordial friends and build mutual trust
where there were once trust deficits. Furthermore, the archives provide
evidence that newly independent, relatively small countries have their
own agency in shaping international politics toward a more peaceful
and stable landscape. The archives serve as a basic reference for
ASEAN' diplomacy, which later became known as the "ASEAN Way".
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4 THE ASEAN DECLARATION.

The Presdiam Misnes ler Pelitieal AllaisMinter for Foregn
Aftzien of Indonesin. the Deguey Prire Mnisrer of Mulayséa. the Secrecary
Fersge Aliairs of the Philipgones, the Minswtee for Foecign Alfsees
of Sigapore and the Mimisser of Foreign Affaim of Thailead;
MINDFUL of the existence of mursal intereass and conmmos. pre-
Wlems among the countries of South East Asta and coavmced of he meed
» srenphen fother e exiting bonds of regionl selidiny and
cooperntion;

DESISING 1o ewabiish 2 fiers fusndation o comsreon acsion. 1o
yromate regicaal cosperstion in Scuth Exit Asis s the spich of equaliny
and parmership and thereby comtribate wowande peace, pesgrem and
yroupecity = the regice;

CONSCIOUS that in ss isceasiegly interdegendon world, de
dherinhen] dcols of peace, Ermndom, wcial fastice and exenoric well-being
a0 et arsaieed by fotering gmsd uederscanding, goced nrighboariacs
el meanicghid coperation among the cousssies of the Tegice slready
Vrand sogehus by tien el hoatary and exiture;

CONSIDERING that the covatries of Seath Eat Aa share »
for arergihening the econamic and sscial wabiling
enwuring their pesceésl and progressive ratina) Grval
rmeat, and that they are detesmined 5o snairo thees srab iy snd socarity
Irees extereal inteelerence o any form or manilcestion Is ender 15
preserve their sational slotinies in sccvedance with the idess aad mgs-
ratins of thewr peogles;

AFFIRMING ot all fseeign bases are sengeaary and remain only
sk the pxpremed concarrescn of tha coentries concamed sad are yol
bonded 1o b wied directly or sulireetly 5o sebvert fhe mational Inde-
peadence and frecdurs of Stutes in the ares or prejudice the orderly
processes of their matinal devebpment;

DO HEREBY DECLARE:

" the oablihreent of 32 Asccistiae for Regirsl Cosparation
ssang the eentrios of Swsth Eat Ag a be Enoun 35 the Avocisron
of Soath Exet Asia= Naticas (ASEAN),

SBOOND, thae the siam and purpencs of the Asuistion sl he =
1. To sxeelenate the cconomic gromth, secial progrens and cultured
developmenc m the segion Vrugh joist eresvous

apinit of equality and prmessdip In eoder 1 sirenphen the
Seardation for » progperaw a0é peaceful commuiry of Sowh
Eat Adaz satisen; X



https://www.unesco.org/en/memory-world/register2025?hub=1081

