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OLDER TEENAGERS SHARE AND DISCUSS READS
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METHODOLOGY SAMPLE SIZE

692
Singapore residents aged 
17 to 19 years old

MORE OLDER TEENAGERS READ
Includes reading books, magazines, news (print or digital), and online 
articles in the past 12 months.

Door-to-door 
interviews

INCREASE IN READING OF ONLINE ARTICLES
Older teenagers read the following more than once a week…

Fieldwork was not completed for this 
segment due to constraints from COVID-19 
safe management measures, and the sample 
is not fully representative. 
Details in the full report.

83%

3% 
14% 

99% read at least once in the past 12 
months, up from 97% in 2018

News (print 
or digital)

Books, including 
e-books

2016 2018

72% more than once a week

25%
once a week or less often

3% did not read in the past 12 months

2021

2016

Significantly higher in 2021 than in 2018/    

Notes on Analysis:
Significant differences between the 2021 findings and 2018 findings at the 95% C.I are denoted with the following symbols:

Significantly lower in 2021 than in 2018

Online interviews
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2018
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26%

81%

65%

Reading provides
more topics for

conversation with
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I enjoy discussing
what I read with

others

Disagree Neutral Agree
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2021 National Reading Habits Study:
Findings on Older Teenagers

Articles 
on 

websites

VIDEO STREAMING PLATFORMS WIDELY USED FOR INFO GATHERING NEEDS

85% 92% 88%

78% 68% 57% 50%

To keep up with current events For pleasure For research For self-help
96%

81% 76% 76%
88%

75% 73%

Video 
streaming 
platforms

News 
(print or 
digital)

Articles 
on social 

media

Video 
streaming 
platforms

Books-
Fiction

Articles 
on social 

media

Video 
streaming 
platforms

Articles 
on 

websites

News 
(print or 
digital)

Video 
streaming 
platforms

Articles 
on social 

media

Respondents were asked to select from the following: 
non-fiction books, fiction books, magazines, news (print or 
digital), articles on social media, articles on websites, video 
streaming platforms, audio streaming platforms, online 
programmes and in-person programmes

82% 82%
71%

DROP IN PHYSICAL BOOK READERS

11%

60%
76%

13%

64%
88%

12%

46%

96%
2021
2018
2016

Physical books E-books E-audiobooks

73% buy 
physical books 
from physical 
bookstores;
60% borrow 
from a library 

66% who read either e-books 
or e-audiobooks download 
free copies online; 
41% borrow from NLB

Audio 
streaming 
platforms

NEW

NEW

58% agree with both the following statements about the social 
aspect of reading.
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Note: Percentages have been rounded to the nearest whole number and may not add up to 100% due to rounding.

Note: Percentages have been rounded to the nearest whole number and may not add up to 100% due to rounding.



Articles on social 
media/ websites

YOUNGER TEENAGERS SHARE AND DISCUSS READS
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METHODOLOGY SAMPLE SIZE

164
Singapore residents aged 
13 to 16 years old

MORE YOUNGER TEENAGERS READ
Includes reading books, magazines, news (print or digital), and online 
articles in the past 12 months.

Door-to-door 
interviews

INCREASE IN READING OF ONLINE ARTICLES 
AND NEWS 
Younger teenagers read the following more than once a week…

76%

3% 
22% 

100% read at least once in the past 12 
months, up from 97% in 2018

News (print 
or digital)

Books, including 
e-books

2016 2018

71% more than once a week

27% once a week or less often
3% did not read in the past 12 months

2021

2016

Significantly higher in 2021 than in 2018/    

Notes on Analysis:
Significant differences between the 2021 findings and 2018 findings at the 95% C.I are denoted with the following symbols:

Significantly lower in 2021 than in 2018

Online interviews
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I enjoy discussing
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2021 National Reading Habits Study:
Findings on Younger Teenagers

News 
(print or 
digital)

VIDEO STREAMING PLATFORMS WIDELY USED FOR INFO GATHERING NEEDS

97%
89%

76%

65% 54% 51% 43%

For pleasure To keep up with current events For self-help For research

83%
93%

82% 79% 80%
71%

Video 
streaming 
platforms

Books-
Fiction

Audio 
streaming 
platforms

Video 
streaming 
platforms

Articles 
on social 

media

Video 
streaming 
platforms

Articles 
on social 

media

Books-
Non-
fiction

Video 
streaming 
platforms

Articles 
on 

websites

Respondents were asked to select from the following: 
non-fiction books, fiction books, magazines, news (print or 
digital), articles on social media, articles on websites, video 
streaming platforms, audio streaming platforms, online 
programmes and in-person programmes

85%

67% 66%

DROP IN PHYSICAL BOOK READERS

7%

56%

83%

11%

53%

97%

10%
38%

97%
2021
2018
2016

Physical books E-books E-audiobooks

72% buy 
physical books 
from physical 
bookstores;
69% borrow 
from a library 

56% who read either e-books 
or e-audiobooks download 
free copies online; 
46% borrow from NLB

News 
(print or 
digital

NEW

NEW

Fieldwork was not completed for this 
segment due to constraints from COVID-19 
safe management measures, and the sample 
is not fully representative. 
Details in the full report.

51% agree with both the following statements about the social 
aspect of reading.
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Note: Percentages have been rounded to the nearest whole number and may not add up to 100% due to rounding.

Note: Percentages have been rounded to the nearest whole number and may not add up to 100% due to rounding.


