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Respondents were asked to select from the following: 
non-fiction books, fiction books, magazines, news (print or 
digital), articles on social media, articles on websites, video 
streaming platforms, audio streaming platforms, online 
programmes and in-person programmes

87% 81% 79%

ADULTS SHARE AND DISCUSS WHAT THEY READ

19%

41%

68%

25%

59%

77%

34%

76%

83%

1

METHODOLOGY SAMPLE SIZE

2,918
Singapore residents aged 20 
years and above

MORE ADULTS READ
Includes reading books, magazines, news (print or digital), and online 
articles in the past 12 months.

Door-to-door 
interviews

INCREASE IN READING OF ALL MATERIAL
Adults read the following more than once a week…

Respondent profile is representative of 
Singapore resident population by:
• Age
• Gender
• Ethnicity
• Residency status
• Dwelling type

88%

5% 
7% 

99% read at least once in the past 12 
months, up from 95% in 2018

News (print 
or digital)

Articles on social 
media/ websites

Books, including 
e-books

2016 2018

80% more than once a week

13%
once a week or less often7% 
did not read in the past 12 months

2021

2016

Significantly higher in 2021 than in 2018/    

Notes on Analysis:
Significant differences between the 2021 findings and 2018 findings at the 95% C.I are denoted with the following symbols:

Significantly lower in 2021 than in 2018

Online interviews

95%

<1%
4%

2021
2018

2021

2016
2018

2021

2016
2018

3%

7%

12%

23%

85%

70%

Reading provides
more topics for

conversation with
others

I enjoy discussing
what I read with

others

Disagree Neutral Agree

1

64% agree with both the following statements about the social aspect 
of reading.

2021 National Reading Habits Study:
Findings on Adults

MORE BOOK READERS ARE USING DIGITAL BOOKS

15%

58%
77%

11%

55%

89%

9%

41%

95%
2021
2018
2016

Physical books E-books E-audiobooks

58% borrow 
physical books 
from a library; 
55% buy from 
physical 
bookstores

56% who read either e-books 
or e-audiobooks download 
free copies online; 
46% borrow from NLB
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Note: Percentages have been rounded to the nearest whole number and may not add up to 100% due to rounding.

Note: Percentages have been rounded to the nearest whole number and may not add up to 100% due to rounding.


